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incompatible with the obvious facts of human experience,
unless they are distorted and caricatured by cynical inter-
pretations. We are conscious of no secret view to per-
sonal advantage m the love we bear to friends and bene-
factois and country; in the pity that responds to suffering,
in the enthusiasm that draws us in heart to the great figures
of distant ages and far-off lands; m the effort and the
nsk involved for the rescue of an innocent victim, or the
overthrow of a guilty oppressor If these affections were
present with us only as the means of some pleasures of
our own, they could be bribed away by any offer that
should outbid them; yet we well know how completely
inoperative such attempted competition would be. The
slow and subtle process of transforming the primitive selfish
desires into complex forms of seeming disinterestedness,
does not avail to cancel the instinctive look of the generous
impulses : for, when occasion arises, they rush to the front
and carry off the will of the child, the savage, even the
habitual criminal, whose life has afforded little room for
such refining processes1.

By the ordinance of nature, then, we are placed at the
disposal of two springs of action, Self-love and Benevolence.
Each of these exercises its sway over us in two forms, dis-
tributed or concentrated. Our personal desires are numer-
ous as the sources and inlets of pleasure; and each, as it
turns up, will run its course, if there be nothing to stop it,
and will fulfil its aim. But experience soon shows us a
number of mutual interferences among our desires, which
make it either impossible or self-defeating to float upon
whichever at the moment is on the surface. And hence
we are led to take them all into comparative view, and
adjust their relations so as to keep the incompatibles from
clashing, and admit the rest into the happiest co-operation.
Thus arises 'calm, deliberate self-love/ exercised from a
central survey of its whole realm. But there still remains

1 Nature and Conduct of the Passions, I. Art. iii. pp. 13-26; Illus-
trations of the Moral Sense, pp. 211-213.
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